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CONTEXT
• Unprecedented levels of forced displacement.
• 3.5 million refugee children are out of school.
• Refugee children are five times more likely to be out of school
than non-refugee children.
• For those children who can access education, the quality is often
very poor - putting children’s learning and development at risk.
• 86% of the world’s refugees live in low and middle-income countries
whose education systems already struggle to meet the needs of the
most marginalised.
• In 2016, education received only 1.9% of humanitarian funding.
• However, there is growing recognition of and support for education
for refugee populations.
• The Global Compact on Refugees promises a new approach to
forced displacement, including more and better education.
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VISIONS & GOALS
Vision

All refugee children (aged 0 – 18) have access to quality learning opportunities.

Goals

1. All 3.5 million refugee children of school age have access to education.
2. The quality of education of all 6 million refugee children of school age improves.
3. All pre-school child refugees and their families have access to quality early
years services that provide children with age appropriate support to meet
their development milestones.

Achieved through
INCLUSION
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IMPROVEMENT

INVESTMENT

ACCOUNTABILITY

CAMPAIGN OBJECTIVES: OUR FOUR PILLARS
INCLUSION

IMPROVEMENT

INVESTMENT

ACCOUNTABILITY
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Develop and ensure implementation of international and
national policies needed to ensure refugee children have
access to quality.
Develop and ensure implementation of international and national policies
designed to increase the quality of education provided to refugee and
host community children and improve their learning outcomes.

Close the refugee education financing gap.

Ensure national governments and multilateral institutions honour their
obligations and practical commitments, including as hosts of refugee
populations and/or as donors in support of international responsibility
sharing for refugees.

GLOBAL CAMPAIGN
HIGHLIGHTS
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JANUARY, 2016

SUPPORTING SYRIA AND
THE REGION CONFERENCE,
LONDON
• We led the development of ‘Funding,
Policy & Protection’ a multi-agency call on
education for Syrian refugees in the lead up
to the London Conference.
• Education one of three pillars for the
conference and regional response.
• Funding and national commitments to
ensure all refugee children are in education
in host countries by the end of the
2016/17 school year.
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In January 2016 there were 2.1
million children in Syria out of
school and 1.7 million out of
school child refugees in Turkey,
Jordan, Lebanon, Iraq and Egypt.

MAY, 2016

WORLD HUMANITARIAN
SUMMIT, ISTANBUL.
• Save the Children launches 'A new deal for
every forcibly displaced child' which calls for
education for refugee children within 30
days of displacement.
• The 30 day call is included in the Summit
synthesis report.
• Education Cannot Wait; the fund for
education in emergencies launched
with initial commitments of $134m.
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SEPTEMBER, 2016

UN HIGH LEVEL MEETING ON
REFUGEES AND MIGRATION,
NEW YORK
• New York Declaration on Migrants &
Refugees calls for quality education “within
a few months” of displacement for refugees.
• UNGA side event in which Lana a
refugee from Syria living in Jordan
speaks directly with UN SG about education.

Lana speaks via a Skype link to
UN Secretary General Ban Ki
Moon during an official session
of the UN. A world first!
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SEPTEMBER, 2016

LEADERS’ SUMMIT
ON REFUGEES, NEW YORK
• The Summit achieves objective of securing
commitment to ensure access to education
for 1 million out of school refugee children.
• 17 refugee-hosting countries pledged to
increase refugee school enrolments and
donors promised funding for education.

52 world leaders, including 32
heads of state or government,
joined President Obama and
made pledges in support of
refugees at the Summit.
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APRIL, 2017

SUPPORTING SYRIA
AND THE REGION
CONFERENCE, BRUSSELS.
• We publish ‘Stand and Deliver’ which
analyses the progress made by donors
and host countries towards the London
conference commitments one year on,
and is a follow up to our report launched
in September 2016, 'From words to action'.
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APRIL, 2017

LAUNCH OF OUR GLOBAL CALL
FOR PROMISING PRACTICES
IN REFUGEE EDUCATION.
• A joint initiative with UNHCR and Pearson
the Promising Practices initiative set out to
identify innovative ways in which actors
were reaching refugee children and young
people with quality educational
opportunities.
• The initiative sparked interest from
across the world and a large number of
submissions on the themes of access,
learning, equity, wellbeing, technology
and system strengthening were received.
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SEPTEMBER, 2017

LAUNCH OF THE PROMISING
PRACTICES IN REFUGEE
EDUCATION RESULTS,
UNGA, NEW YORK.
• More than twenty promising practices
were selected and high-quality case
studies have been produced which
shine a light on them.
• The practices have been used to inform ten
recommendations which are detailed in a
Synthesis Report.
• All the case studies and the Synthesis
Report were launched at a high-level
event during UNGA 2017.
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Commissioner General of UNRWA Pierre
Krähenbühl, holds a note book which he found
in the destroyed home of a Palestinian refugee.
She asked him to share her poems with people
he meets around the world.

SEPTEMBER, 2017

LAUNCH OF ‘LOSING OUT ON
LEARNING’, UNGA, NEW YORK
• We returned to New York for the 2018 UN
General Assembly to remind world leaders
what they’d promised a year earlier.
• We revealed that a year on, refugee children
who were still in education had lost
700,000,000 school days.
• Our report ‘Losing out on learning’ provided
an overview of progress in implementing the
education related commitments made in the
New York Declaration on Migrants and
Refugees and at the 2017 Leaders’ Summit
on Refugees.
Our counter shows the number of
school days that refugee children
had missed since the adoption
ofthe New York Declaration.
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DECEMBER, 2017

IGAD REGIONAL CONFERENCE
ON REFUGEE EDUCATION
• Ministers of Education from Djibouti, Eritrea,
Ethiopia, Kenya, Somalia, South Sudan,
Sudan and Uganda met in the first regional
conference on refugee education.
• Member States published the Djibouti
Declaration on Refugee Education which
makes a series of far reaching commitments,
including the inclusion of refugee
populations in national education systems
and plans.
• Save the Children provided technical and
policy advice to the IGAD Secretariat and
education Ministers.
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IGAD member states are home to over 3 million
of the world's refugees. Their commitment to
include refugee children in their national
education systems has the potential to
transform the lives of millions of children.

COUNTRY LEVEL
CAMPAIGN HIGHLIGHTS
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MAY, 2017

RESTORING HOPE &
REBUILDING FUTURES
IN UGANDA
• In 2017 as a result of the flight of thousands
of South Sudanese fleeing conflict there,
Uganda became the largest refugee hosting
country in Africa.
• In preparation for the planned Solidarity
Summit we produced ‘Restoring Hope,
Rebuilding Futures: A plan of action for
delivering universal education for South
Sudanese refugees in Uganda.’
• The costed plan helped set the ambition
for the education sector and played a
central role in securing support from the
Government of Uganda, donors and civil
society for the subsequent development of
the Refugee & Host Community Education
Response Plan.
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RESTORINGINHOPE,
LESSONS
REBUILDING
LITERACYFUTURES

A plan of action for delivering universal education
for South Sudanese refugees in Uganda

JUNE, 2017

UGANDA SOLIDARITY
SUMMIT ON REFUGEES
• The Solidarity Summit, co-convened by
the UN Secretary General and UN High
Commissioner for Refugees was the first
crisis specific pledging event following the
adoption of the New York Declaration in
which the international community
committed to greater responsibility sharing
for refugees.
• Save the Children International CEO Helle
Thorning Schmidt co-hosted an education
event with Uganda’s First Lady and Minister
for Education, Janet Musevini.
• The event launched ‘Restoring Hope,
Rebuilding Futures’ and ensured education
was prioritised at the conference.
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Save the Children CEO,
Helle Thorning-Schmidt and Uganda's
First Lady and Minister for Education
Janet Musevini co-hosted a side event
on education at the Summit.

JULY, 2017

REFUGEE & HOST
COMMUNITY EDUCATION
RESPONSE PLAN, UGANDA
• A high level Education Cannot Wait mission
to Uganda in which we participated secured
the agreement of the Government of Uganda,
UN agencies, donors and civil society
organisations for the development of a
multi-year refugee education response plan.
• We played a central role in the development
of the framework, the first of its kind and a
significant breakthrough in humanitarian
funding modalities.
• The multi-year plan will be launched in
February 2018 and we will be looking to
secure support from donors for its financing.
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We played a central role in the
multi-year financing and programing
framework, the first of its kind in an
emergency situation.

SEPTEMBER, 2017

‘THEIR EDUCATION,
OUR FUTURE’ CAMPAIGN,
LEBANON
• Mass media coverage for campaign launch,
with coverage across all tv channels in
Lebanon, and reach of hundreds of
thousands on social media. Children’s
voices at the heart of the campaign films.
• Increased number of calls to SC education
helpline post launch, enquiring about the
formal and non-formal education
opportunities ahead of the new school year.
Watch the campaign film at
http://bit.ly/2EkBMwx
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Save the Children's work in Lebanon
includes support for refugee children
to gain access to the formal education
system along with remedial, non
formal and pre-primary programmes.

2017

SUSTAINED ADVOCACY
FOR REFUGEE EDUCATION,
JORDAN
• Through the Jordan INGO Forum, Save the
Children Jordan led a power mapping
exercise around the Jordan Compact. It was
instrumental in including refugee education
in the sector’s annual advocacy plans and
contributed to the Forum’s paper for the
Brussels Syria conference.
• Advocacy activities by Save the Children
Jordan led the Government of Jordan to
voluntarily report on quality education
(SDG4), including refugee education, as part
of their SDG review at HLPF.
• We also published the report of a youth-led
action research project on the need for
improved psychosocial support in schools.
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Save the Children in Lebanon
provides access to protective,
inclusive and participatory early
childhood educational programs for
refugee and host community children.

2017

SECURING EDUCATION FOR
RETURNEES, AFGHANISTAN
• A deterioration in the protection offered to
Afghan refugees in Iran and Pakistan along
with forcible repatriation of undocumented
refugees has seen large numbers of people
returned to Afghanistan.
• Save the Children has been working to
ensure that returning children have access to
educational services both through policy
influencing and programming.
• We secured funding from Education Cannot
Wait to support educational programming
for returnees.
We secured funding from Education
Cannot Wait to support education for
refugees returning to Afghanistan.
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2017

ENSURING MIGRANTS &
REFUGEES HAVE ACCESS
TO SCHOOL, THAILAND
• Thailand has a long history of hosting migrants
and refugees from neighbouring countries as
they flee conflict and extreme poverty.
• The country’s progressive ‘Education for All’ law
guarantees children, regardless of nationality or
documentation, access to Thai schools. But
discrimination and language barriers mean the
vast majority of non-Thai children are out of
school.
• Save the Children launched a high profile public
campaign to challenge community attitudes to
refugee and migrant children at the same time
as working with the national government and
schools to promote effective implementation
of the ‘Education for All’ law.
Watch the campaign film at http://bit.ly/2EkGiuZ
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Save the Children is campaigning for
migrant and refugee children in Thailand
to be able to access education using the
country's 'Education for All' law.

2018 PLANS
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THE CAMPAIGN IN 2018 AT A GLANCE
Global
February
Securing the strongest possible
commitments in the Global
Compact on Refugees

September
Detailed workplan designed to
deliver the education commitments in the Programme of
Action + developed, agreed and
supported by member states,
international agencies and civil
society organisations

Global Compact on Refugees
adopted at UNGA 2018

High Level Meeting on Refugee
Education approves workplan to
deliver POA + on refugee education, with pledges and agreement on oversight mechanism.

National
National level work, supported by and linked to global influencing is being implemented in campaign priority countries.

Middle East
Jordan, Lebanon & Turkey

Asia
Afghanistan, Bangladesh
& Thailand

Africa
Uganda

Delivering

INCLUSION
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IMPROVEMENT

INVESTMENT

ACCOUNTABILITY

1. INCLUSION

Objective
International and national policies to ensure refugee children
have access to quality educational opportunities, especially
access to national educational systems in host countries,
are in place and being implemented.

Global Sub-objectives

National Sub-objectives

1.1 The Global Compact on Refugees (GCR) affirms
existing commitments to provide all refugee children
with access to quality learning.

1.4 The refugee and host community education response plan
in Uganda is finalised, approved by the Government of
Uganda, is being funded, implemented and monitored.

1.2 The GCR Programme of Action commits to a range of
practical measures designed to ensure global
commitments to education for refugees, including in
the New York Declaration, can be provided in practice,
including via practical support to enable the inclusion of
refugee children in the national education systems of
hosting countries, where appropriate.

1.5 The refugee education commitments made by Jordan,
Lebanon and Turkey are being delivered in full.

1.3 An education inclusion index is developed and published
which shows the extent to which refugee children are
able to access the national education systems in which
they are now living.

1.7 Afghan returnees from Pakistan have access to formal
education when and where they are resettled.
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1.6 The government of Bangladesh allows for the provision of
education to Rohingya refugee children and a plan for
universal access to education for those children is agreed
and being implemented.

1.8 In Thailand the public is aware of and supports education
for ‘migrant’ children. The Thai Ministry of Education
implements the ‘Education for All’ policy and plan and
monitoring is carried out to ensure compliance.

2. IMPROVEMENT

Objective
International and national policies designed to increase the quality of
education which is provided to refugee and host community children,
with a particular focus on improving their learning outcomes are in
place and being implemented, monitored and evaluated.

Global Sub-objectives
2.1 The learning gap for refugee children is understood and data
exists to illustrate the gap.
2.2 An online interactive toolkit, informed by the Promising Practices
initiative has been developed and is being used by policy makers
and service providers to inform and improve their refugee
education policy and programming.
2.3 The Promising Practices in Refugee Education initiative continues
to raise awareness of innovative programmes
and its recommendations shape new interventions by
NGOs and states.
2.4 We have a clear and compelling case for early learning in refugee
contexts with a plan of action and associated recommendations
for increasing the reach of evidence based ECCD/E services for
refugee children.
2.5 Measures aimed at increasing refugee children’s access to quality
educational opportunities and improve learning outcomes are set
out in the GCR PoA and/or agreed in follow up to the adoption of
the GCR.
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National Sub-objectives
2.6 In Lebanon, the Non-Formal Education framework for hard
to reach refugee children is made operational through
SOPs and curriculum; A comprehensive strategy to stop
corporal punishment and bullying is implemented;
Communities and publics are more supportive of the need
for quality education for refugee and vulnerable children.
2.7 In Jordan, the commitments made at London and
Brussels donor conferences are delivered; Education and
violence-reduction systems are strengthened nationally;
Youth and children play an active role in mobilising
community support for refugee education.
2.8 Ensure that Afghan children returning from Pakistan
have access to the support necessary to enrol and
participate in school.

3. INVESTMENT

Objective
Close the refugee education financing gap.

Global Sub-objectives
3.1 The refugee education financing gap is understood (by the
sector, national governments, bilateral and multilateral
donors and institutions) and a pathway to closing the gap is
developed and agreed.
3.2 The educational needs of refugee populations are
incorporated into national Education Sector Plans and
being funded, including via GPE Education Sector Plan
Implementation Grants, bilateral donors and the
World Bank.
3.3 ECW is fully operational and develops and implements a
strategy for its replenishment and meets its fundraising
target for 2018.
3.4 Joint multi-year delivery and financing frameworks for
refugee and host communities have been developed,
approved and are being funded in at least four countries
with large refugee populations.
3.5 The World Bank/IDA18 regional sub-window for countries
hosting large refugee populations has been used to support
education scale up in at least three countries.
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3.6 All of the education related elements in the GCR and the
activities in the PoA or our priority have the funding needed
to be fully implemented.
3.7 We have globally available, accurate and timely information
on the funding available for refugee education.

National Sub-objectives
3.8 At least 5 countries which host large populations of
refugees have included refugee children in their national
Education Sector Plans and are using funding available for
ESP implementation to increase access to for refugees
and host communities to quality educational services.
3.9 At least three IDA18 eligible countries hosting large
refugee populations have sought funding from the regional
sub-window for refugees to scale up education services
for their refugee population.

4. ACCOUNTABILITY

Objective
Ensure government and multilateral institutions honour their legal
obligations and practical commitments, including as hosts of refugee
populations and/or as donors in support of international responsibility
sharing for refugees.

Global Sub-objectives
4.1 The GCR and PoA has clear, time bound deliverables to
which member states have signed up, including with
financing and for which there is a robust and
transparent reporting and tracking mechanism.
4.2 The international community commit to participate in a
High-Level Meeting on Refugee Education immediately
after UNGA 2018 at which they make practical pledges
in support of the realisation of the New York
Declaration, CRFF and the education specific elements
of the PoA and/or an agenda for action which we and
others develop.
4.3 Member States have committed to a time bound plan,
in line with the commitment in the New York
Declaration, to ensure all refugee children have access
to quality learning opportunities and are also committed
to reporting on their progress in achieving that. (Either
via a commitment in the PoA or a negotiated
agreement outside of it).
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4.3 The 2018 Global Education Monitoring Report’s section
on education and forced displacement provides a robust
overview of the state of educational access and learning
for refugees, together with recommendations that align
with ours, including in respect of the need for improved
accountability for commitments made.

National Sub-objectives
1.4 Save the Children both alone and with others monitors in
the implementation of national obligations and
commitments related to the provision of quality learning
opportunities in all Every Last Child Refugee Education
priority countries. Evidence is used to promote good
practice and secure improvements both at the national
level and internationally as appropriate.

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT...
The campaign as a whole
Joseph Nhan-O’Reilly – Chair Every Last Child Refugee Education Campaign
About the global policy and advocacy objectives
Emma Wagner – Education in Emergencies Policy & Advocacy Adviser
About the campaign in the Middle East
Yousra Semanche – Middle East & Eastern Europe Regional Humanitarian Advocacy Manager
About the campaign in Asia
Rose Supaporn – Asia Senior Manager - Migration and Displacement
About the campaign in Africa
Nana Ndeda – East & Southern Africa, Senior Regional Humanitarian Advocacy Advisor
About our links to wider refugee and migration policy and programming
Caroline Blayney – Senior Policy and Advocacy Advisor, Migration and Displacement Initiative
And if we can’t help you we’ll find someone who can.
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